
Quonquont Farm Silo Repair and Restoration

11/25/22

Quonquont Farm LLC

Jenelle Wilkins

413-575-9766
office@quonquont.com

X

9 North Street, Whately, MA 01093

A ceramic tile silo at Quonquont Farm urgently requires replacement of roof and 
complete masonry restoration. (See attachments.)

$48,700
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Quonquont Farm Silo Repair and Restoration

2022               $80,000 ———— $80,000 (Quonquont Farm LLC)

2023

2023               $54,700          $48,700 $6,000 (Quonquont Farm LLC)
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Quonquont Farm Silo Repair and Restoration 11/25/22 
 
The third of three ceramic tile silos at Quonquont Farm requires replacement of roof and complete masonry  

restoration. The represents a second phase of conservation—Quonquont Farm completed the repair and  

restoration of the first two silos in 2020-2022 (phase I).  
 

Estimates for phase II work: 

Dave Miner Roofing: $6,000 

Galvin and Sons Masonry: $48,700* 

Total: $54,700 
 

*Repairs and restoration to conform to Secretary of the Interior Standards for masonry repair. 
 

 
Property description: 

Quonquont Farm is 200 acres of diversified farm, pick-your-own orchard, and event venue in Whately, MA. 
 

Historical significance: 

Built on property owned by one of the first English settlers in Whately, Quonquont Farm was begun in 1922 and 

became a highly respected stock and dairy farm, with a national reputation. The dairy operation was one of  

several on North Street in Whately, now lost. The giant Quonquont milk bottle, now at the Center School, was 

built to attract customers to the farm’s restaurant on State Road/Routes 5&10.   

        Quonquont Farm is listed and an important historic asset of the Commonwealth in the MACRIS (Massachu-

setts Cultural Resource Information System). The MACRIS entry for this property describes the farm as “among 

the most impressive in Whately.” More of the property history is described in MACRIS and is included in a  

separate pdf attachment.  

        Quonquont Farm is also included on Whately’s Open Space and Recreation Plan map of “Scenic Resources 

and Unique Features” on the town’s website. 

        The silo at the Quonquont Farm event barn was added onto an existing tobacco barn c. 1923 to adapt the  

building for livestock purposes. This silo is one of three constructed on the farm at the same time—two others  

are part of the dairy barn, also built c. 1923. All three silos are composed of glazed ceramic blocks manufactured 

by the National Fireproofing Co. (NATCO) in Pittsburgh, PA. The blocks and steel framing were shipped by train 

and assembled on site. Ceramic block silos were considered an improvement over wooden silos because of their 

fire-, water-, rodent-, and frost-proof benefits. This technology was utilized for a relatively brief period (1910s– 

1920s), and followed by the development of metal silos. 

        There are no other examples of ceramic silos in Whately. We know of only one other in the Valley area at 

Hall Tavern Farm in Shelburne, MA.  A ceramic silo on land trust property in Falmouth, MA, was restored in 2014 

with historic preservation funds ($86, 251). See details on page 10 (https://www.cpfundfalmouth.org/river-bend-

silo-restoration). 
 

Demonstrable public good: 

At Quonquont Farm, one of our core values is community: we affirm our connection to our town, region, and 

land through philanthropy, stewardship, and a spirit of welcome. From growing healthy food to preserving  
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important habitat to supporting local charities, Quonquont Farm works to be an example of how a for-profit  

enterprise can contribute to the public good. Our commitment to preserving the agricultural landscape and the 

important historic buildings on our property earned us the 2017 Preservation Award from the Whately Historical 

Commission. In the more than 20 years we have operated Quonquont Farm, we have welcomed more than 

200,000 guests to pick fruit or flowers, engage in guided nature walks, or celebrate an important milestone.  

        In 2021, we joined Whately’s 250th celebration by creating an exhibition garden featuring the history of  

agriculture in Whately—from corn to tobacco to dahlias. This self-guided tour engages people of all ages. In 2022, 

we celebrated our own centennial through a series of “Centennial Sunday” open houses that welcomed even 

more people to experience the farm and its history.  

        Quonquont Farm’s significant web and social media presence regularly engages people in our community 

and beyond who appreciate the history and beauty of our landscape and buildings. We have people who visit our 

farm having only had contact with us on social media—often planning trips here from hundreds of miles away. 

Each of these contacts is an opportunity to engage with our guests about the importance of preserving the farm 

for all of our community. 

        In addition to our agricultural, natural history, and special events efforts, Quonquont Farm works to uplift 

local charities by offering our event space at a steeply discounted rate. We have been pleased to help grow the  

capacity of local organizations like Cancer Connection, CISA, Dakin Humane Society, Jewish Family Services,  

Connecticut River Conservancy, the Food Bank of Western Massachusetts, and many more.   
 

Commitment to preservation: 

Preservation of the buildings at Quonquont Farm has been an ongoing labor of love for the farm’s owners and  

our team. Most of the buildings on the property—notably the farm house, the farmstand, and the event barn—

have gone through extensive renovations to ensure they will continue to represent the history of the farm for 

years to come.  

        One of the most frequent conversations we have with guests at our farm is about the beauty, history, and 

technology of the Quonquont Farm silos. In winter 2020 and spring 2022, we invested in repairs and stabilization 

of the pair of silos at the east end of the farm’s big red barn (cost: $80,000). Our hope is to repair the third silo that 

stands at the entrance to the historic event barn in 2023. 
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   Whately  
   Assessors Map

Quonquont Farm 
9 North Street
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NATCO ad c.1920

NATCO ad c.1915

Miniature sample 
NATCO ceramic  tile
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Above: Quonquont dairy workers, 1920s 
 
Left: magazine ads for Quonquont Farm, 1930s
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Quonquont Farm dairy herd and buildings, 1930s

Quonquont Farm buildings, including converted tobacco barn with ceramic silo, 1930s



Above: Quonquont barn and silo, 1930s 
 
 
 
 
 
Right: Quonquont barn and silo, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below: Quonquont barn and silo, 2021
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Left: Quonquont dairy barn silos roof replacement, 2020 
 
 
Below: Quonquont dairy barn silos tile and grout  
restoration, 2022 
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https://www.cpfundfalmouth.org/river-bend-silo-restoration


