





























Whately Woods/Dauchy Property
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Whately Woods/Dauchy Property

Natural Resource Values

Municipality: Whately
Date Created: 06/27/2019
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Whately Center Woods Estimated Project Budget - 2019

Expenses Amount

Acquisition Payment

Kestrel Land Trust to pay $170,000
Dauchy Parcel 260,000 | in bargain sale

Subtotal 260,000

Project Costs

Appraisal 2,500
Survey 8,000
| Legal & Closing Costs 4,000
Stewardship & Legal Defense Fund 5,000
Baseline Documentation Report 1,000
KLT Staff Time 5,000 | 100 hrs @ $50/hr
Infrastructure
Parking Area 11,000
Culvert/Entrance Repair 5,000
Kiosk 1,500
Signage & Trail Work 2,000
Boardwalk (if needed) 10,000 | 100ft @ $100/ft
Subtotal 55,000
Total Expenses 315,000
Fundraising
Conservation Partnership Grant (KLT is
applicant) 85,000
Landowner Bargain Sale 90,000

Town of Whately CPA Funds

Conservation Restriction (CR) and
permanent public trail easement purchase 90,000 | $105,000 appraised value for CR

Culvert/entrance repair 5,000 | Entrance on Town-owned land

Fundraising: Foundation Grants, Private
Donations, Partner Contributions 45,000

Total Income 315,000




CHARLES H. DAUCHY dauchy.ch@gmail.com
25 Sanctuary Lane, Hopkinton, MA 01748 Phone (413) 548-8005

11/25/19

Mark Wamsley

Conservation and Stewardship Manager
Kestrel Land Trust

PO Box 1016, Amherst, MA 01004

Re:  “Whately Center Woods Project”
Chestnut Plain Road, Whately

Dear Mark,

This is to thank you and the Kestrel Land Trust for your efforts to secure State, Town, and
private funding for a bargain sale of our 120 acre property to preserve both open space and
public access for the future. I also want to thank the Whately citizens that I understand are
supportive of the project.

I want to emphasize what I have previously said, that our intent for the land is not only
preservation of open space, but also for access to the area by the public for low intensity
recreational and educational uses. The property is topographically, geologically, hydrologically,
and botanically diverse and offers wonderful educational opportunities. Before we moved from
the Valley in 2017, I was on site and saw what appeared to be a group from a day camp
investigating the stream with a counselor. The land is also the subject of an impressive senior
high school project by Calla Jones. I would hope that that type of use will continue and expand.

There is currently a network of trails and logging roads that are used by the public, with our
blessing. I would hope that the Trust and the Town will encourage maintenance and expansion
of the trail network and access for public use, and that the CR would allow and facilitate such
activities. Please understand that any posting of our property was done by an abutting neighbor
with our permission, solely as a courtesy to him to discourage hunters from entering the property
close to his house. It has never been our intent to prohibit public access in general or hunting on

the rest of the land.
I am currently on the board of the Hopkinton Area Land Trust, and on the town’s Trails
Coordination and Management Committee. We are working to maximize the appropriate public

access and use of the town’s protected open space. That is my hope for our land in Whately and
my motivation for a bargain sale rather than market sale for potential development or to an

unknown buyer.

Please feel free to share this letter with whomever you wish.

Thank you for your efforts.

Sincerely,

Charles H. Dauchy



From: Montserrat Archbald <montserrat7164@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2019 9:59 AM

To: alcynsanderson@yahoo.com <alcynsanderson@yahoo.com>

Cc: Mark Wamsley <mark@kestreltrust.org>; ConComm <conservationcommission@whately.org>
Subject: Whately Center Woods project

Dear Community Preservation Committee members,

Whately’s residents now have an opportunity to approve the use of Community Preservation
funds to acquire a conservation restriction on and secure public access to the 120-acre Whately
Center Woods project, conserving the land in perpetuity for public use and enjoyment. The
Whately Conservation Commission enthusiastically supports this project and is committed to
holding the conservation restriction. Our support for this project rests on a number of features
that make it an especially positive move for our town: partnership with Kestrel Land Trust, an
organization with long experience in CRs; the significant ecological value of the property; its
accessible location near Whately Center; and the project’s overall alignment with the goals set
forth by Whately’s residents in our Town’s 2006 Open Space and Recreation Plan. The
preservation of this parcel would create a large, accessible area dedicated to outdoor public
recreation in the heart of town. It also has the potential to spur further land conservation, which
would both add to its recreational potential and preserve a large block of contiguous forest and
associated wetlands.

The Whately Center Woods property has been valued as a recreational resource for decades,
thanks to the generosity of its owners, who have welcomed the public to use the land. We are
grateful that the current owners have offered to ensure that use of this land is permanently
protected by reaching out to work with Kestrel Land Trust and the town at this juncture. The
prospect of protecting this land has been met with growing interest and support from Whately
residents and various levels of town government.

We look forward to working with Kestrel Land Trust and the Department of Conservation
Services to offer the residents of Whately and our neighboring towns a public amenity that
recognizes, values, and preserves our unique local landscape.

Sincerely,

Montserrat Archbald
On behalf of the Whately Conservation Commission



Whately Recreation Committee

9 December 2019

Whately Community Preservation Committee
C/o Alan Sanderson

Whately Town Offices

4 Sandy Lane

South Deerfield, MA. 01375

Dear CPC Committee Members:

The letter is offered as it relates to the Whately Center Woods/Dauchy Conservation Project
and its pending application to the Community Preservation Committee. As the liaison between
the Whately Recreation Committee and the Community Preservation Committee, | want to
provide background from the Recreation Committee as it relates to this project.

Specifically, on Monday, November 18", the Whately Recreation Committee formally and
unanimously adopted the following language as one of its primary goals for 2020:

e Develop a multi-purpose trail network that provides hiking and other outdoor
recreational possibilities such as snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, mountain biking,
horseback-riding, and the like, and provides links to trails of adjacent towns.

While the Committee did not specifically take a position on the Whately Center Woods project
and has not endorsed this specific project, it was used as the prime example for the intended
purpose of the adopted language to our mission. The Whately Recreation Committee believes
that the use of open space in Whately to increase and enhance trails for recreation use is an
important priority and making available, enhancing, maintaining and publicizing the trails within
the Dauchy property are in line with the mission of the Recreation Committee.

On behalf of the Whately Recreation Committee | hope you will take this letter into
consideration as you feel appropriate.

Sincerely,
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Greater Whately Snowmobile Club
c¢/o Robert Sahola

31 Howard Hepburn Dr.
Sunderland, MA 01375
413-478-0733

Whately Community Preservation Committee
4 Sandy Lane,
South Deerfield, MA 01373

Dear Community Preservation Committee Members:

It has come to our attention that the Whately landowner ‘s Chuck Dauchy and Judith Weinthaler have offered to
conserve their 120 acre, wooded property on Chestnut Plain Road for public recreation use and are working with
Kestrel Land Trust to help secure the project with the Town'’s financial support through a request for Community
Preservation Act Funds. | am writing on behalf of the Greater Whately Snowmobile Club to express our desire to
see this effort succeed, to encourage the Town’s investment in this project, and to offer our organization’s
assistance-as we are able-in coordinating with Kestrel Land Trust to steward a portion of the land’s trail
resources so they will remain a valuable public amenity far into the future for generations to come.

The “Whately Center Woods” property is used and enjoyed by all types of outdoor enthusiast, thanks primarily
to Chuck and judith who have generously allowed public recreational access to the trails while also taking
exemplary care of the land. This includes access granted to snowmobilers, who has had a long established
connecting trail system across this property. For as long as | can remember this trail has been part of the Greater
Whately Snowmobile Club interconnecting trail system that offer snowmobile riding in other area in Whately
and the surrounding Towns. Given its importance our members have worked hard to maintain the trail system
to keep it clear and safe to the benefit of all those who use the network of other paths, trails and wood roads on

the property.
Access to trails remains the life-blood of our sport, and the loss of a connecting trail can have negative
ramifications throughout the region. From our prospective, conserving property of this size, location and quality

while guaranteeing public trail access not only for snowmobilers but also for hikers, cross country skiers and
anyone who enjoys the outdoors is a rare and invaluable opportunity which should not be missed.

We thank you for considering becoming a partner in the future of this land. With the Town’s support great
things are possible for the property and the community.

Sincerely,
.—:’\ . . '-.,_/// & £ J v
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Robert Sabola
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