
Minutes of Planning Board Meeting 

Town of Whately 

Town Offices Building, 4 Sandy Lane 

February 27, 2018 

 

 

 

Members Present: Don Sluter, Judy Markland, Nicholas Jones, Sara Cooper   

Members Absent:  Helena Farrell   

  

 

Attending:  

Siddharth Rathod, Harsh Saughari, and Philip Kapiter of Solar on Earth, Inc., 11 Willow Rd., 

Ayer, MA; Dan Denehy 

 

I. Call to Order, 7:00 p.m. 

The meeting was not recorded.  

 

     II.  Approval of the January 30, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

 Nicholas moved to accept the minutes with Judy’s amendments. Sara seconded, and  

            the board voted unanimously to approve the minutes as amended.  

 

    III.   New Business 

a. Preliminary Discussion for Solar Project on River Road  

Mr. Harsh Saughari and Mr. Siddharth Rathod, representing Solar on Earth, Inc., 

of Ayer, MA, submitted a plan dated 01/18/2018 for a new 133.2 kWp 

photovoltaic power generation system proposed for Manheim Farm, 311 River 

Road. They noted that they want to begin the project as soon as possible, stating 

that they need to be “mechanically complete” by March 31. Through a “behind 

the meter” credit, they said, 100% of the electricity produced will be for use by 

the farm. The Board discussed whether an agricultural exemption renders such a 

project exempt from the requirement for a special permit granted by the Zoning 

Board of Appeals, or from the requirement for site plan approval granted by the 

Planning Board. The representatives agreed to provide the board with a certificate 

of the status of the project, to qualify for any agricultural exemption. Judy 

Markland moved “to research the implications of any possible agricultural 

exemption and report back at the next meeting, scheduled for March 6, 2018”. 

Nicholas seconded, and the board voted unanimously to approve the motion. It 

was noted that the March 6 meeting will probably be held at the school, and that 

the time and location will be posted on the town website. 

 

b. Recreational Marijuana Zoning 

The board discussed ideas and deadlines involved in putting an item about 

recreational marijuana on the warrent for town meeting, among other related 

items. It was noted that at the March 6 meeting, Peggy Sloane of the Franklin 

Regional Council of Governments, will review related items with the board, 

including the basics of state law and the ways in which other towns are addressing 

the issue. Judy submitted a document headed, “Recreational Marijuana Zoning 

Bylaw Thought”.   

 



2. 

 

 

IV.   Old Business 

a. Farmer Breweries Discussion  

The board discussed a document dated January 30, 2018 and headed, “Possible 

bylaw changes for Farm Breweries”. Several edits were made, as noted on the 

document. Nicholas Jones will research a couple of the points on the chart for 

further discussion at the March 6, 2018 meeting. Don Sluter will invite the 

Agricultural Commission, and will post the agenda with the town clerk for the 

March 6 meeting. 

 

     V.   Other 

 There were no other topics. 

 

    VI.   Planning Board Mail 

         The board reviewed the mail.  

 

VII.   Next Meeting Date: March 6, 2018 

 

   VIII.   Adjournment 

        Don adjourned the meeting at 8:40 pm. 

 

Documents reviewed (kept in the Planning Board files) 
   

1. A 9-page 11” x 14” plan dated 01/18/2018, prepared by Solar on Earth, Inc., 11 Ayer 

Road,Ayer, MA,  and headed: 

NEW PV SYSEM : 133.2 kWp 

MANHEIM FARM 

311 RIVER RD, 

WHATELY, MA 01373 

 
2. A two-page document headed, “Recreational Marijuana Zoning Bylaw Thought”  

 

3. A one-page document dated January 30, 2018 and headed, “Possible bylaw changes 

for Farm Breweries”, with edits of February 27, 2018 noted by hand 

 
 
Mary McCarthy,  

Secretary 

Planning Board 

Town of Whately  


