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A new policy at the Scoop 
by Jo yce Palmer F ortune, editor

I  have  been  lucky  to  have  put  this  newsletter 
together  these  last  5 years  with  the  help  of  man y 
in  the  communit y and  without  having  a  single 
official  policy  -  just  common  sense.   That has 
changed,  sadly  as  I  report  that  as  the  ScoopÕs 
editor , I must institute an actual policy .  Sigh.

I  recently  receiv ed  a  letter  from  a  reader  who  
was  offended  by  the  poetry  on  the  cover page  of 
this  newsletter .    At  first I  was surprised  and  re-
read  the  poem.   I  couldnÕt figure  out  wh y  it  would 
be  offensiv e.   As regular  readers  know ,  the 
poetry  on  the  cover asks  us  all  to  refr ain  from 
throwing  tr ash  out  of  car  windows.   This 
par t icu lar poem  m ent ioned on ly  alcohol 
containers  as  the  tr ash  items.   The  reader 
thought  that  other  bev erage  containers  deserv e 
equal  time,  that  we  were  unduly  chastising 
alcoholics,  and  that  we  should  be  caring, 
supportiv e  and  understanding  instead.   While 
alcoholics m ay deserve our suppor t  or 
understanding,  I  donÕt  know  anyone  who  feels 
that  way  about  litterers.   If  readers  are  offended 
by our  cover  poem,  know  that  alcoholics  were  not 
being  singled  out,  rather the  message  was  for  all 
who litter, no matter what they toss when 
littering or why.

For  the  record,  we  have  also  run  poems  on  all 
manner  of  roadside  tr ash  on  the  cover of  the 
Scoop , but  we  have  run  the  same  one  for  the 
past  year  or so,  and  it  might  be  time  for  a  new 
one.   (For  this  issue  I  went  back  in  the  archiv es 
to find a oldie but goodie with a broad theme.)

That  said,  I  left  out  one  very  important  fact  -  I 
cannot  respond  to  the  reader  directly  because  the 
reader  did  not  sign  his  or her  name,  nor  did  the 
reader  offer  to  write  an  alternativ e message  for 
the  cover.  Most  readers  know  that  we  are  an  all 
volunteer  oper ation,  and  this  newsletter  wouldnÕt 
be  possible  without  all  the  people  who  contribute 
articles  that  I  cut  and  paste  to  mak e the  scoop 

every  3  months  or so.  Thus,  I  throw  this  open  to 
the  communit y  -  please  send  your  signed  letters 
or  emails  with  your  ideas  on  what  to  put  on  the 
cover for September Õs issue.

One  last  note  -  this  is  the  first  and  last  time  I 
will  read  or  respond  to  an  anon ymous  letter  as 
per our new policy .

Historical Society May Festival
By Barbar a Drollette

The  Whately  Historical  Societ y is  hosting  its 
annual  May Festiv al,  Sunda y,  May  24,  noon  to 
3pm,  Center  School  Grounds.  On displa y  are 
Historical  Textiles  In  Whately  (quilts.  fashions  and 
more).   Sale  items:  t-shirts,  historical  items, 
plants.   Games  for  the  young  at  heart.   Roger 
Tincknell  Family  Concert.  Ruth  Fairman  at  the 
keyboard.   John  Passiglia  -Blacksmith  Demo .  
Bak ed  goods,  hot  dogs,  finger  foods,  bev erages.  
FREE Ice-Cream  from  the  Milk  Bottle!   We use  the 
money to  preserv e  donated  materials  about 
Whately  and  to  dev elop  public  awareness  of  our 
rich heritage.

Historical Society New Exhibit
By Dee Bardwell

Every  year  the  Historical  Societ y  is  excited 
about  its  new exhibit.  This  year  is  no  exception.  
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The  following  businesses  have made  donations  to 
help co ver the cost of printing & mailing the Scoop  

Enterprise Farm – 71 River Rd. Whately
Julie’s - North Street, Whately

Look  for  the  ads  from  Austin’s, Collectiv e 
Homecare ,  Hillside House, Becky Jones,  NEWFS, 
Northeast Alpacas  and Flowers b y Fiona inside!

Want to see y our business listed here?  
Details on last page of this issue.



Our  collection  is  so 
special  you  need  to 
see  it  for  yourself .  
Many it em s have 
n e v e r b e e n o n 
d i s p l a y b e f o r e .  
Preparing  the  theme, 
" W H A T E L Y 
TEXTILES  :  Quilts, 
Fashions,  and  More" 
has  been  a  learning 
experience.   Many 
v o l u n t e e r s  h a v e 
aided  in  the  process.  
We hope  every one 
enjo ys  a visit  to  the 
m useum 's opening 
May 24th from 12-3.
T h e  S o c i e t y i s 
pleased  to  sponsor 
s p e a k e r s  w h o s e 

presentation  is  recorded.   At  our  next  meeting 
June  4th  at  7:00  Stanley  Ashman  will  tell  us 
about his life in Whately .

Anyone  with  an  interest  in  Whately's  history  is 
encour aged to join us. 

Tennis Players Wanted!

Bob  and  Kay Gaffney ,  at 
95  Hayden ville  Road  (at 
the  base  of  Webber  Road) 
have  a  tennis  court  and  are 
welcoming  neighbors  for 
tennis  Frida y, June  5,  3-7PM  and  possible  future 
pla y.  Please  bring  a  racquet  and  tennis  shoes  (or 
flat -soled sneak ers). RSVP (413)665-9579.

Sponsors,  Volunteers  and  Participants  Needed.  
Last  year Õs  event  was  a great  success  with  144 
participants,  55  volunteers  and  lots  of  cheering 
residents.  $7900  was  raised  for  the 
new Whately P olice Station!

We are  hoping  to  break  all  of  last 
year Õs numbers, and need y our help!

You  can  participate  solo , or  form  a 
team  of  2  or  3  people!  All  ages 
welcome.

Register at  www.whately.org  . 
Discounted  entry  fee  until  June  1,  and 
after  that,  we  still  have  the  most 
affordable entry fee around! ÒTRI -it! Ó

For  more  information  contact  Sue 
Monahan at  413-522-6421  or  email  at 

sbmonahan@comcast.net  .
If  you  canÕt  sign  up  to  compete  or volunteer É

PLEASE come  out  on  July  5  and  CHEER on  the 
athletes!  They  are  not  only  helping  our  local 
communit y cause,  but  they  are  accomplishing 
some  terrific  personal  goals.  Your  support  mak es 
a BIG difference.

A Collaborative THANK YOU
By  Michael  Archbald  (for  the  Emergency 
Preparedness team)

THANK YOU to  all  the  volunteers  who  helped 
ou t  w i t h  t he  EMERGENCY MEDI CATI ON 
DISPENSING  DRILL  on  Saturda y,  April  19th. 
Thanks  for  taking  time  out  of  your  busy  liv esÑ
every one  from  participants  and  evaluators  to 
family  members  who  did  extr a chores  around  the 
house  to  free  up  their  volunteers.  Across  the 
board,  those  assessing  this  exercise  believ e  our 
communit y is  better  prepared  for  just  such  an 
emergency .  Please  consider  participating  again 
next  spring  and  be  part  of  this  important 
exerciseÉv olunteers mak e all the difference. 

Our  hearts  go  out  to  the  families  who  recently 
lost  loved  ones  due  to  contagious  outbreaks: 
gr andparents,  mothers,  fathers,  and  children  in 
Mexico  and  around  and  around  the  world 
dev astated  by swine  flu,  and  in  Miami  the 
week end  after  our  drill  when  four  died  and  more 
were  hospitaliz ed  by Meningitis.  In  light  of  these 
and  other  tr agic  events,  we  are  firmly  resolv ed  to 
ensure  that residents  of  Whately --our  families, 
friends  and  neighbors-- are  up  to  date,  fully 
informed,  and  prepared  to  respond  to  such 
potential emergencies. 

THANKS FOR SHOWING UP , WHA TELY!

The 12th Annual Whately Family Talent 
Festival
By Stev e Calderone

Congr atulations  to  all  participants  and  priz e 
winners  at  the  recent  Spring  Talent  Show ,  which 
was  held  on  March  28 th ,  2009,  at  7pm.   It  was 
another  successful  event  where  everybody 
involv ed  had  a  great  time.   This  year  mark ed  a 

dozen  years  since  our  founder ,  Uncle 
Dave Robinson,  pulled  the  logistical 
strings  to  create  the  tr aditional  town 
event. 
For  the  yet  uninitiated,  the  Talent 
Festiv al  has  been  called  a  Communit y 
Recit al,  a  Com pet it ion- Free  Fun 
Per form ance,  and  a  Wonder fully 
Entertaining  Family  Show .   Each  year, 
there  are  musical  acts  (singing, 
dancing,  pla ying  instruments),  and 
eclectic  acts  (hula  hoops,  kar ate, 
poetry , magic,  and  yo- yo  tricks).  

2nd Annual Whately Police Triathlon
July 5, 2009 

Tri-Town Beach

Alpaca Sales & Breeding, 
Yarn, Alpaca Clothing & 

Farm Tours 

127 Christian Lane

Whately, MA
 

www.northeastalpacas.com

http://www.whately.org
http://www.whately.org
mailto:sbmonahan@comcast.net
mailto:sbmonahan@comcast.net


Each  year,  there  are  Òfirst timeÓ performers, 
Òvet eranÓ per form ers, and  Òrole  m odelÓ 
performers (bey ond 6 th  gr ade).

WeÕve  also  recognized  t he inspirat ional 
phenomenon  known  as the  Cycle  of  Perpetual 
Motiv ation.   The  2nd gr ade  girl  sees  a  5th  gr ader 
on  stage  and  says,  ÒThat looks  lik e  fun,  I  want  to 
try  it. Ó Years  later , sheÕll be  on  stage  in  5th  gr ade, 
and  a  2nd  gr ade  boy  sees  her  and  says,  ÒThat 
looks lik e fun, I w ant to try it. Ó

Thanks  to  the  parents  who  motiv ated  these 
talented  children.  Public  performing  experiences 
a l w a y s  e n h a n c e  t h e c o n f i d e n c e a n d 
communication  skills  necessary  for  lifelong 
success.  Every  year,  parents  tell  us  how  their 
children  have  grown  as  a  result  of  their 
per f o r m an ce  ex per ien ce. Wi t h ou t  t h ese 
supportiv e  parents,  and  their  creativ e  children, 
there would be no T alent Show .

The  communit y support  continues  to  be 
fantastic.  There  were  9  sponsors  this  year,  man y 
of  whom  have  been  pro viding  door  priz es  for  our 
audience  since  we  started  inviting  local  support, 
5 y ears ago . Thank y ou to all the Sponsors:

Since  2004:  Yank ee  Cand le,  Bow Wow 
B a t h h o u s e ,  T h e 
Whately  Inn,  LaSalleÕs 
Florist,  WolfieÕs Family 
Rest au r an t ;  Si n ce 
2 0 0 6 : E l m  F a r m 
Bak ery ,  Holida y  Pizza; 
Since  2007:  Whately 
An t i q u a r i a n  Bo o k 
Center;  Since  2009:  L 
& L F ence, Inc.
Thanks  to  all  who 
were  involv ed.  Hope 
t o see  ever ybody 
again in 2010 .

Greetings from First Congregational Church 
of Whately By Rev. Dr . Cynthia Crosson-Harrington

Our  church  has  been  unusually  busy  with  a 
variet y  of  activities  as we  enjo y Spring.   Our 
Spring  suppers  have  begun  with  the  chick en  pie 
supper  in  April  (quite  a  success),  our  aspar agus 

supper  (Ma y 21st)  and  our  str awberry  supper 
coming  up  on  June  18th.  Our  plant,  tag  and  food 
sale  (Ma y  9th)  went  well  despite  the  clouds  and 
sprinkles.  Much  thanks  to  Fairview  Farms  for  the 
beautiful  plants  and  for  offering  us  help  to  mo ve 
furniture  for  the  tag  sale.  And  thanks  to  Judy 
Markland,  Bill  and  family  for  the  donations  from 
Bertha  MarklandÕs estate and others for 
numerous donations. 

We are  about  to  confirm  four  young  people  who 
have  been  working  hard,  with  their  mentors,  as 
they  explore  not  only  their  own  faith  journeys  but 
learn  more  about  our  denomination  and  the 
Whately  church.  Their  confirmation  on  May  31, 
the  culmination  of  all  their  diligence,  coincides 
with  the  celebr ation  of  Pentecost  which  is  the 
birth  of  the  Christian  church.  ÔQuite fitting  as  we 
welcome  these  four  young  people  as  new church 
members. It should be a festiv e occasion. 

June  begins  with  ChildrenÕs  Sunda y on  June  7th 
when  the  Sunda y School  children  present  a 
special  progr am  and  receiv e  their  awards. 
Following  the  service,  we  join  for  food  and 
fellowship  as our  Sunda y School  year  officially 
closes  until  the  fall  (although  children  are  alw ays 
welcome  to  come  to  church  with  their  parents  or 
gr andparents).  At the  end  of  June,  we  will  be 
welcoming  sev eral more  new adult  members  into 
our  church.   It  is  so 
good  to  watch  our 
little church grow! 

I  am  esp eci a l l y 
p l ea sed  w i t h  t h e 
Missions  work  done  by 
t h is chur ch . Fr om 
donations  to  the  Food 
B a n k ,  p r o v i d i n g 
blank ets  as  part  of  the 
b l a n k e t d r i v e , 
part icipat ing  in  the 
CROP walk,  donations 
to  Canines  for  Combat 
Veter ans,  a  progr am 
of   NEADS (Dogs  for 
Deaf and  Disabled 
Am er icans)  t o  t he 
communit y meals  we 
part icipate  in,  plus 
m a n y  m o r e ,  o u r 

Visit me here in 
Whately at the Whately 

Health Center, or in 
Downtown Brattleboro 
at my new, completely 

"green " office!

1-800-994-0504

Dr. Rebecca Jones

Thank You 
to everyone who helps 

produce the Scoop and 
helps keep Whately 

informed.  

Hillside House
Bed and Breakfast

60 Masterson Rd   
Whately, MA 01093

413-665-5515
Web address: www.hillsidehousebb.com

COLLECTIVE HOME CARE
Providing support to our communities’ elders 

and peace of mind for families since 1999. Call 
397-9933.

Michael Archbald, RN- Owner



church  demonstr ates  Christ Õs teachings  of  service 
through lo ve.  

If  you  ha ve  not  already ,  we  would  love to  have 
you  join  us  for  worship  at  10  am  during  May and 
June.  In  July,  we  will  once  again  journey  out  to 
the  chapel  in  West Whately  as  we  come  together 
with  the  Conway  church  for  our  summer  worship . 
During  August,  we  will  once  again  be  hosted  by 
the  Conway folks  at  their  church.  The  Rev  Candi  
Ashenden  (of  Conway)  and  I  will  alternate 
preaching throughout the summer . 

Housing Rehabilitation Program
by:  L ynn Sibley , Town Administr ator

Would  you  lik e  to  update  your  heating  system, 
do  some  plumbing  or  electrical  work  or  add 
insulation to y our home among other things?

Check  into  this  progr am.   Qualified  applicants 
ma y  be  eligible  for  a  deferred  payment  loan  of  up 
to  $35,000.   The  0%  interest,  deferred  payment 
loan  is  secured  by a mortgage  placed  on  your 
propert y.   The  amount  loaned  is  due  and  payable 
upon the sale or tr ansfer of y our propert y.

Do  you  think  you  mak e too  much  money  to 
qualif y?  

A family  of  
two  can  have 
a  g r o s s 
i n c o m e o f 
$47,350  and 
a  family  of 
f o u r  i s 
$ 5 9 , 2 0 0 .  
T h e s e  a r e 
r a t h e r 
g e n e r o u s 
i n c o m e 
lev els.
W e h a v e 
m o n e y 
available  and 

would  love  for  our  residents  to  tak e  adv antage  of 
this  progr am.   The  Franklin  Count y  Regional 
Housing and  Redevelopm ent Author it y is 
administering  this  progr am  and  you  can  contact 
Char i t y  at 413 - 863 - 9781  ex t .  132  or 
cday@fchr a.org  for more information.  

Election News
By  L ynn Sibley , Town Clerk

Our  Annual  Town  Elections  will  be  held  at  the 
Town  Hall  on  Tuesda y,  June  9,  2009  from  10  a.m. 
to 7 p .m.  The ballot is as follows:

Selectman 3 y ear term Jo yce Palmer F ortune
Assessor 3 y ear term V acant
Assessor 2 y ear term Melanie Chor ak 
Board of Health 3 y ear term Fr ancis F ortino
School Committee 3 year term Nathanael Fortune

Libr ary  Trustee  3  years  ÐBarbar a  Banik;  3  years 
Ellen Brown; 2 y ears R obert Duda 

Cemetery Commissioners 3 years Peter D. Hannum
Moder ator Ð 1 y ear Ð P aul M. Fleuriel, Jr .
Elector Under the Will of Oliver Smith 1 yr John LaSalle
Frontier Regional School Com. 3 yrs William J. Smith
Water Commissioners 3 years Paul M. Fleuriel, Jr.

If  you  are  interested  in  running  a  stick er 
campaign  for  the  3 
y e a r  A s s e s s o r 
position  or any of 
the  positions,  please 
contact  Town  Clerk, 
Ly n n  S i b l e y  a t 
665-0054

Absentee ballots 
for  the  June  9th 
elect ion are  now 
available in t he 
Town  ClerkÕs Office.  
If  you  are  going  to 
be  out  of  town  during 
the  polling  hours,  have a  physical  disabilit y 
prev enting  you  from  going  to  the  polling  place  or 
are  unable  to  vote  at  the  polls  that  day  because 
of  religious  belief  you  would  be  eligible  to  vote  an 
absentee  ballot.   You  ma y apply  by mail  or in 
person.   Absentee  ballot  applications  are 
available  at  the  Whately  Post  Office  or  the  Town 
ClerkÕs Office.   You  must  apply  before  Noon  the 

Flowers by Fiona

 F resh healing bouquets delivered
 L essons in life’s garden
 O pening doors with herbal medicine
 W eeding, edging, planting
 E nergy healing herbs
 R eally good Fi’s teas
 S acred space creation

Call Fiona 413-325-3130

mailto:cday@fchra.org
mailto:cday@fchra.org


day before  the  election  but  keep  in  mind  the  time 
it  tak es to  mail  the  ballot  to  you  and  for  you  to 
return the ballot b y election da y.  

Library Notes by Tiffan y Hilton

Big  thanks  to  Betsy  Cook  for  working  man y 
long  days  this  spring  to  keep  the  libr ary  open.  
We are  sending  Chris  our  warmest  wishes  and 
keeping  her  and  her  family  in  our  thoughts.   The 
Trustees  of  the  Whately  Libr ary  have hired  Tiffan y 
Hilton  as  the  new director  and  she  looks  forw ard 
to  meeting  you  all  and  to  making  the  libr ary  a 
place  that  you  want  to  visit  often.   Please  contact 
T i f f a n y o r B e t s y  a t  6 6 5 - 2 1 7 0 o r 
l ib r ar y @w h at ely. o r g w i t h  any  ideas  or 
suggestions y ou ha ve for the libr ary .

Libr ary  Open  House,  Saturda y,  June  6th, 
10-3pm.  Meet  the  new libr ary  director  and  share 
some refreshments.

The Libr ary will be Closed, Saturda y, July 4th
Visit  our  website  ht tp: / / www.whately.org/

libr ary  for  news  on  upcoming  events,  new book 
acquisitions,  and  announcements  from  the 
libr ary .   Thank  you  to  Judy  Markland  for 
maintaining our website.

Movie Times will  be  starting 
up  again  soon.   Families  can 
come  inside  during  the  high 
heat  of  summer  for  a cool 
drink  and  popcorn.   Please 
look  for  dates  and  times  to 
be posted soon.

Join  us  Wednesda y 
e v e n i n g s f r o m 
6 : 3 0 - 7 : 3 0  f o r 
Al ex an d r a  Me l l oÕs 
Gentle  Yoga for all 
ages and  all  lev els.  
Call  Alexandra  at 
3 9 7 - 0 9 8 0  or t he 
l i b r a r y f o r m o r e 

information.   Try  your 
first class for free!

The  libr ary  appreciates  your  donations and 
support!   At this  time  howev er,  we  need  to  mak e 
room  for  some  new books  and  sort  through 
donations  that  have piled  up .   Please  look  for 
announcements  of  the  Friends  Book  Sale  this  fall 

in  which  your  donations  will 
be more than welcome.
Tiffan y is  eager  to  work  with 
our  volunteers,  both  new 
and  old.   Please  stop  by and 
introduce  yourself .   We need 
volunteers  to  run craft 
tables,  story  times,  mo vie 
times,  and  to  help  with 
man y other  libr ary  tasks.  
Please  contact  Tiffan y at 

665-2170 or libr ary@whately .org
Paula  Spencer  and  Tiffan y are  hoping  to  start 

an  adult book discussion group.   Please  visit  the 
libr ary or  our  website  for  the 
announcement  of  our  first 
meeting  this  summer .   We 
are  open  to  suggestions  on 
the  best  time  to  meet.   Let 
us know what y ou think!

Join  us  for  the  ÒStarship 
A d v e n t u r e Ó s t a t e w i d e 
summer reading program.  
All  ages  are  invited  to  sign 
up  for  the  summer  reading 
progr am  beginning  June  27.  
Pick  up  your  reading  log  and 
some  great  summer  reads!  
The  libr ary  will  also  mak e a 
special  displa y of  school 
reading  list  titles.   Prizes  will 
be  giv en  to  all  participants 
thanks  to  the  Friends  of  the  Whately  Libr ary .  
Look  for  more  information  on  special  summer 
progr ams, cr aft tables, story times, and more.

Community Coupon Box now in Library

Sharing  coupons  you  canÕt  use  is  a  great  way 
to  help  your  neighbors  in  these  tough  times.  
Bring  those  extr a coupons  to  the  Communit y 
Coupon  Box  at  the  Libr ary  Ð and  tak e home  any 
coupons that y ou will use!

mailto:library@whately.org
mailto:library@whately.org
http://www.whately.org/library
http://www.whately.org/library
http://www.whately.org/library
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mailto:library@whately.org
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Did  You  Know  that  the  Whately  Libr ary  can 
request  books  and  other  materials  for  you  from 
the  regional  libr ary  catalog.   These  Inter  Libr ary 
Loan  requests  are  free.   Click  on  ÒRegional 
CatalogueÓ  from  our  website  and  call  or email  us 
with y our requests.

Spring Bulky Waste Day Clean Up
Fran Fortino , W aste Management. Committee.

Our  town  residents  again  cleaned  out  their 
bulky  items  during  the  May  16  spring  bulky  waste 
day held  at  the  tr ansfer  station.   They  disposed 
of  old  mattresses,  fridges,  ACÕs,  furniture,  rugs, 
gr ills,  com puters,  pr inters,  TVÕs, exercise 
equipment,  mowers,  BBQ  tanks  and  more  metal, 
plastic,  and  miscellaneous  junk  than  you  can 
imagine.  

WeÕd lik e  to  thank  the  Whately  High way 
Department Õs  Clint 
Labato and  the 
b u l k y  d a y 
v o l u n t e e r s :  
M o n t s e r r a t 
Ar ch b a ld , Ch r i s 
B o u t w e l l ,  V i c 
Covaleski,  Caroline 
G e a r ,  L a r r y 
K u t t n e r ,  G a r y 
L a w r e n c e ,  B i l l 
Obear ,  and  Ronnie 
Williams  for  their 
terrific help! 

If  you  missed  spring  bulky  day, the  next  one 
will  be  October  10,  8  a.m. -noon  at  the  tr ansfer 
station.

Transfer Station 
Closed July 4

Please  note  that  the  Whately  tr ansfer  station 
will  be  closed  on  Saturda y, July  4  for  the  holida y.  
Thanks  go  to  our  amazing  attendants  who 
deserv e the da y off .    

Federal Tax Provision Offers Landowners 
Incentive to Protect Their Land
by Cris Coffin, for WLP

Last  year,  Congress  voted  to  extend  a  tax 
pro vision  that  offers  landowners  around  the 
country  a  generous  tax  deduction  to  permanently 
protect  their  land.   For folks  who  own  land  with 
important  natur al  or  historic  resources,  this 
pro vision  can  pro vide  potentially  significant 
feder al  tax  benefits  for  donating  a conserv ation 
restriction  or  agricultur al preserv ation  restriction 
on  that  land,  or for  donating  a  portion  of  the 
value  of  a  restriction  sold  through  the  stateÕs 
Agr icult ural Preservat ion  Rest r ict ion  ( APR) 

progr am.   This  benefit, 
howev er,  is  available 
only  through  the  end 
o f  2 0 0 9 , u n l e s s 
extended b y Congress.

In  a  nutshell,  the 
c u r r e n t f e d e r a l 
c o n s e r v a t i o n  t a x 
incen t ive  al low s  a 
l a n d o w n e r w h o 
donates  a conserv ation 
o r a g r i c u l t u r a l 
preserv ation  restriction  on  their  land  to  deduct 
the  full  value  of  that  gift  from  their  feder al 
income  tax es over  a sixteen  year  time  period, 
limited  annually  to  50%  of  the  landowner Õs 
adjusted  gross  income.   If  a landowner  qualifies 
as  a  full-time  farmer  (making  more  than  50%  of 
his  or her  annual  income  from  farming),  they  can 
deduct  up  to  100%  of  their  annual  adjusted  gross 
income from their feder al income tax es.    

HereÕs an  example:  A landowner  has  annual 
gross  income  of  $50,000  from  non-farming 
sources,  and  donates  a  conserv ation  restriction 
valued  at  $500,000  to  a  local  land  trust.   He 
would  be  entitled  to  a  feder al  tax  deduction  of 
$25,000  in  the  year  of  his  gift,  and,  assuming  his 
annual  gross  income  remains  at  $50,000,  could 
deduct  $25,000  against  his  feder al  income  tax es 
each  year  for  an  additional  fifteen  years,  for  a 
total tax deduction of $400,000.  

If  that  same  landowner  earned  more  than  50% 
of  his  $50,000  annual  gross  income  from 
farming,  he  would  be  entitled  to  deduct  the  full 
$50,000  from  his  feder al  income  tax es in  the 
year  of  the  gift.   Assuming  his  annual  gross 
income  remained  $50,000,  he  could  continue  to 
tak e  an  annual  deduction  of  $50,000  for  the  next 
nine  years, at  which  point  he  would  have reached 
the  full  value  of  his  $500,000  restriction.   If  his 
restriction  were  valued  at  $1,000,000,  he  could 
tak e  a  $50,000  deduction  for  the  full  sixteen 
years, for a total deduction of $800,000.    

In  the  case  of  a  Òbargain  saleÓ through  the 
state  APR progr amÑ where  a  landowner  donates 
a  portion  of  the  value  of  the  restrictionÑthe  same 
rules  would  apply .   The  landowner  could  deduct About the Scoop....
GO WILD!
With sustainable gardens

l e a r n , g r o w , a n d p r o t e c t

Nasami Farm Nursery, Whately, MA
413-397-9922 • www.newenglandwild.org

Free Sunday Seminars at 1 p.m.
Open Thursdays thru Sundays 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.,
thru June 14. Fall season starts Sept 3



the  full  value  of  the  donated  portion  of  the 
restriction  over  a  sixteen  year  period,  up  to 
100% of the landowner Õs annual gross income.

If  you  would  lik e  more  information  about  this 
feder al  tax  incentiv e  or about  land  protection 
tools  and  how  Whately  Land  Preserv ation  and  the 
Franklin  Land  Trust  can  help , please  contact  Cris 
Coffin  (665-9337)  or  Pete  Westo ver (665-4077).    
And  if  you  would  lik e to  see  this  valuable  feder al 
tax  incentiv e  made  permanent,  please  contact 
Senators  Kennedy  and  Kerry  and  Representativ e 
Olv er and  urge  them  to  support  S.  812  and  H.
1831!

WILD CREATURE SIGHTINGS
Report  your  wild  creature  sightings  to  Marianne 

Simon, mpsimon70@comcast.net

THE WHATELY SCOOP is an  all- volunteer 
com m unity supported  quarter ly newslet ter.  
Deadline for the next Scoop (Sept.) issue is 
Aug. 31, 2009.  Send  your  communit y oriented 
a r t i c l e  o r e v e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n t o  
j pfor t une@com cast .net ,  665- 6739 or 152 
Westbrook R oad, Whately 01373.

The  Scoop  is  sent  free  of  charge  to  all  Whately 
residents  with  Whately  PO Boxes,  North  Hatfield 
PO Boxes,  or deliv ery  from  So.  Deerfield  or 
Hayden ville  Post  Offices.   It  is  also  available  at 
the libr ary and the town ClerkÕ s office.

If  you  liv e  in  Whately  & have  not  been  getting 
the  Scoop , please  let  us  know  where  you  get 

your  mail  so  we  can  get  you  on  our  list.   Or,  if 
you  are  not  a  resident  but  have a  Whately 
connection  and  want  to  receiv e  the  Scoop  by mail 
or  email,  contact  Joyce  (same  email,  phone, 
address abo ve).  

Businesses  or individuals  wishing  to  donate  to 
help  support  the  production  cost  of  the  scoop , 
please  contact  Joyce  (same  address  abo ve).  
Most  businesses  contribute  $100  to  place  a 
business  card  sized  ad  in  4 issues  (1  year).  
Other  businesses  have contributed  $50  to  be 
listed in the sponsor Õs area on the front page.

-------------------------- cut here -------------------------------- cut here -----------------------------------

Scoop Annual Reader Survey and request for support

The  Whately  Scoop  is pro vided  for  free  4 times  per  year  to  all  town  residents  and  anyone  who 
requests  it.   It  is written  and  produced  by  volunteers  to  keep  the  cost  down,  but  our  expenses 
are  not  zero .   Thanks  to  the  support  of  local  businesses  who  buy  ads  and to  communit y 
organizations  lik e the  Whately  Historical  Societ y,  WLP and  CPA who  have made  donations  in  the 
last y ear, 60-75% of the printing and postage costs are co vered.  

Thank  you  to  the  man y  individuals  who  have chipped  in  to  close the  gap , your  support is very 
much  appreciated.   If  you  havenÕt done  so already ,  please  consider sending  in  a donation  of 
any size to  help  keep  the  scoop  running  in the  coming  year.   100%  of  donations  go  tow ard 
printing and postage costs.  Please send to 152 W estbrook R oad,  So . Deerfield, Ma 01373

Name:_____________________________________  Donation Amount     $10    $20    $30    Other

What IÕd lik e to see more of in the scoop:_________________________________________________

Special topic: Cable access channels 12 and 15:
What IÕd lik e to see more of on the cable access channels  ___________________________________

IÕd like to tak e a class so that I can  1) Basic camer a oper ation   3) Studio Production
produce video about or for m y local  2) Basic Editing    Field Production
organization for CH 12 or 15 broadcast

Contact email or Phone (optional)_________________________________

About The Scoop...

mailto:mpsimon70@comcast.net
mailto:mpsimon70@comcast.net
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net
mailto:jpfortune@comcast.net


SCOOP

  TOWN DIRECTORY
Department
 Office 
 Phone
Assessors  Town Hall  665-3470
Board of Health Health Agent  268-8404
Animal Control   665-8027
Emergency Mgmt  Center School  665-4400
FAX for Center School   665-9560
FAX for T own Hall   665-5064
Fire Department   665-2230
Burning P ermits   625-8200
High way Department   665-2983
Inspection Services:
Building  Courthouse  772-2026x123
Plumbing & Gas  Courthouse  772-2026x125
Wiring  Courthouse  772-2026x126
Police (non-emergency)   625-8200
Schools:
Whately Elementary   665-7826
Frontier R egional School  665-2118
Franklin Count y Technical  863-9561
Selectmen/Center School  665-4400
S. White Dickinson Libr ary  665-2170
Town Collector/T reasurer T own Hall  665-2595
Town Clerk  Center School  665-0054
Town Accountant  Town Hall  665-2595
Water Department  Center School  665-3080

OFFICE HOURS
Assessors -  Tue 9a Ð 8: 30p. Wed. 9a Ð 5p
Library - Mon & Wed 10a. – 8p; Sat 9 a – 3:00p
Selectmen -  Monday Ð Friday  9a Ð 4: 00p
Town Clerk ÐM-W-Th-F 9: 00a -4: 00p;  Tue noon-7: 00p
Treasurer/Town Collector -Tue & Thu 8:45a–2:45p Mon. 3–7p
Transfer Stat ion -  Tue., NoonÐ5p;  Sat . 7aÐ5p

MEETING SCHEDULE FOR TOWN BOARDS
Assessors-  Most  Tuesdays, 7: 00-9: 00p, Town Hall
Board of Health-2nd Tues, 7: 00p, Center School
Conservat ion Commission-3rd Weds, 7: 00p, Town Hall
Council on Aging -  2nd Weds, 10: 00p Senior Center
Franklin Tech School Com..2nd Weds, 7: 00p, Tech School
FRS School Commit tee -  2nd Tues, 7: 00p FRS 
Historical Commission -3rd Monday, 7: 00p, Town Hall
Library Trustees -  2nd Thursday, 7: 00p, Library
Planning Board -  Last  Tuesday, 7: 00p, Town Hall
Recreat ion Commission Ð2nd Mon, 7: 00p,WES/ Herlihy
Selectmen -  2nd and last  Tues, 7: 00p, Center School
Water Commissioners -  1st Tues, 7: 00p, Center School 
Whately School Commit tee -1st Monday, 7: 00p WES
Zoning Board of Appeals -  1st Thurs, 6: 30p, Town Hall
Historical Society 1st Thursday, 7: 00p, Center School

Note:  This schedule is provided for informational purposes 
only. Meetings are also posted on the Whately Bulletin 
Board, Channel #15 for cable viewers in town and at the 
town’s website, www.whately.org.   Please check at the Town 
Offices for official notification of meetings and hearings.

Postage cost for this issue provided by the Whately Historical Society
Printing cost provided by generous readers and local businesses

 Thank You All Very Much!

Whately Bo xholder
Whately , Ma. 01093

WHATELY is WORTH IT

Imagine the world that will soon be here,
Where ev ery one knows that the earth is dear ,
That we must be careful of what we driv e,
And eat, and wear , and throw a way,
That we must protect all things aliv e,
Be wise in our work and smart in our pla y.
Our goal is simple: alw ays to striv e
To maintain a world where our children can thriv e!
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